
Spring 2023 Syllabus

Jan. 4 – Session 14: Overview of Acts of the Apostles – Jesus ascends to heaven, Matthias 
replaces Judas Iscariot, The Day of Pentecost, Peter heals a man unable to walk, Peter and John 
arrested, Communal Life, Stoning of St. Stephen the First Martyr, St. Philip the Deacon and the 
Ethiopian Eunuch, Paul’s Conversion, Peter and Cornelius’ Household, James Killed, The First 
Mission Trips of Paul, Barnabas, Silas and Titus, Lydia’s Household, Council of Jerusalem, 
Paul’s Mission Trips to Greece and Rome
 
Jan. 11 Session 15: The Ascension of Jesus and the Day of Pentecost – hear what Jesus 
tells the Apostles before ascending into heaven; read about what happens on the Day of 
Pentecost; learn about how when calling upon the name of Jesus, Peter is able to make a man 
walk 
Read: Acts 1 – 3

Jan. 18 – Session 16: Peter’s Speech and Apostles Arrested, Communal Life of Early 
Believers and the Stoning of St. Stephen – hear Peter preach to the crowds and Peter and 
John are arrested; learn about what early Christian life was like for believers; read about the 
stoning of St. Stephen the First Martyr of the Christian faith
Read: Acts 4 – 6

Jan. 25 – Session 17: Ethiopian Eunuch, Conversion of Paul, Peter and Cornelius, 
James Killed and Peter Imprisoned -  read about Philip the Deacon and his encounter with 
an Ethiopian Eunuch; learn about how Saul’s name changes to Paul after seeing a vision of 
Jesus; hear about how Peter has a vision of clean and unclean animals; learn about Peter and the 
Roman Centurion Cornelius’ Household conversion to Christianity; Read about Herod’s 
execution of St. James the Apostle; hear about Peter being arrested and then miraculously 
delivered from prison 
Read: Acts 8 – 12

Feb. 1 – Session 18: Paul and Barnabas in Cyprus, Antioch and Greece, The Council 
of Jerusalem, The Conversion of Lydia and Paul and Silas in Prison – read about Paul 
and Barnabas’ travels in Gentile lands; learn about the First Council of the Church where the 
Council makes a decision regarding circumcision; hear about the conversion of a wealthy woman 
Lydia and her household to Christianity; learn about how Paul and Silas are imprisoned and then 
miraculously delivered
Read: Acts 13 - 16



Feb. 8 – Session 19: Paul in Athens, Corinth and Ephesus, Paul Arrested in 
Jerusalem, Plot to Kill Paul – read about Paul’s missionary trips to Greek cities; listen to 
Paul’s sermon about praying to the “unknown God;” hear Paul’s report in Jerusalem to James 
and the Elders; learn about Paul’s arrest and the plot to kill him
Read: Acts 17 – 23

Feb. 15 – Session 20: Finish Acts, Paul’s Trial and Charges Dropped and Paul 
Arrives in Rome – hear about how Paul is sent to different government officials during his 
trial and how eventually the charges of death or imprisonment are dropped; read about how Paul 
finally arrives in Rome and preaches to the Christians there
Read: Acts 24 – 28

Feb. 22 – Session 21: Overview of Paul’s Letters Specifically Romans – learn about 
how Letters were written in Late Antiquity; learn about how scholars determine which New 
Testament Letters were written by Paul; hear about the importance of the Letter to the Romans 
specifically, the influence of sin on the human condition, the righteousness of God, righteousness 
exemplified by Abraham, the impact of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection, the influence of 
grace and the power of the Holy Spirit to give us faith to believe in Jesus

March 1 – Session 22: Luther, Wrath and Righteousness – learn about how Martin 
Luther understanding of the “righteousness of God” changed after diving deeper in Romans; 
learn about the “wrath of God;” read about how “all have sinned;” hear about how “none are 
righteous;” learn about the role of circumcision and uncircumcision
Read: Romans 1 - 3

March 8 – Session 23: Justification by Faith – learn about how humans are made righteous 
by being justified by faith apart from the Law; hear about the righteousness of Abraham; read 
about the results of justification by faith; learn about the connection of Adam and Jesus; 
Read: Romans 3 – 5

March 15 – Session 24: Law, Sin and the Love of Jesus Christ – read about dying and 
rising with Christ; learn about being a slave to sin and righteousness; hear about the relationship 
between the Law and sin; learn about new life in the Sprit; hear about the hope of future glory; 
read about God’s love in Jesus Christ; explore simultaneously sinner and saint
Read: Romans 6 – 8



March 22 – Session 25: Holy Baptism – learn about how baptism washes away Original 
Sin; hear about how baptism claims us as God’s beloved children; learn about the salvific nature 
of baptism to eternal life; read about the Great Commission; explore the hymnal for songs or 
prayers that articulate the promises of baptism
Read: Excerpts from the Bible and ELW

March 29 – Session 26: Holy Communion – hear the story of the Last Supper again; learn 
about how the Passover Meal becomes something completely different because of Jesus; read 
some excerpts from the Bread of Life texts within John’s Gospel; explore the hymnal for songs 
or prayers that articulate the promises of Holy Communion
Read: Excerpts from the Bible and ELW

April – Faith Statements and Confirmation Stoles (8th graders) – In late January, the 
Pastor will hand out information regarding Faith Statements to the 8th graders with the 
expectation that they turn in their rough draft by April 1st. Pastor will look them over and return 
them to the Confirmands for correction and clarifications. Then the 8th graders will turn the 
corrected Faith Statements back in to Pastor by April 20th.  Also, during April, the 8th graders 
will gather on 1 or 2 evenings (yet to be determined) to decorate and make their Confirmation 
Stoles. On Confirmation Sunday, Pastor will place the stole over them during the service. The 
Faith Statements are worth 25 points. Confirmation Stoles are worth 25 points. 

***** April 5 – Holy Week: No Class *****

April 12 – Session 27: The Father – learn about the creative power of the Father; hear about 
the eternal plan of salvation to send the Son into the world; explore appropriate language to use 
in regards to the Trinity
Read: Section 1 of Nicene Creed and Athanasian Creed

April 19 – Session 28: The Son – hear about the Eternal Word come down from Heaven; 
learn about the 3 uses of “Word;” read about the historical person of Jesus of Nazareth who is the 
“Word of God Incarnate;” hear about the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies from 
Isaiah; learn about the salvation procured by Jesus Christ
Read: Section 2 of the Nicene Creed and Athanasian Creed

April 26 – Session 29: The Holy Spirit – learn about the how the Holy Spirit leads us into 
belief; hear about the influence of the Holy Spirit in our everyday lives; learn about how the 
Spirit spoke and the prophets wrote; read about the “one, holy catholic and apostolic church”
Read: Section 3 of the Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed



May 3 – Session 30: Law and Gospel and the Freedom of a Christian – read about the 
difference between Law and Gospel; learn about how different words or phrases impact whether 
something is Law or Gospel; read about the how a Lutheran understanding of the Gospel opens 
the door for us to respond to it through good works for our neighbors
Read: Excerpts from Martin Luther’s Works

May 10 – Session 31: Semester Recap

May 14 – Confirmation 2023 at 9:30 am for 8th Graders


