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American Lutheran Church 

The Voice 
November 2025 

 

“A Month of Thanksgiving” 

 

 As the leaves fall and the air cools, November invites us to 
pause and reflect upon all of the blessings from God in our lives. As 
I said in a recent sermon, a life that is restored and transformed by 
God is a life of gratitude to God! For followers of Jesus,  
Thanksgiving is not just a holiday, it’s a way of life (Colossians 
2:15b). Where do you see God restoring and transforming? What 
are you thankful for? Here are just a few of the things I give thanks 
and praise to God for! 

 

Thankful for God’s Saving Grace 

 

 At the heart of all our gratitude is the saving grace of God 
found in Jesus Christ. Without Jesus’ sacrifice for us, we were 
lost—separated from God, weighed down by sin, and without hope. 
But God, who is rich in mercy and love, sent His Son to save us 
from our sins and redeem us from the grave. As Ephesians 2:8-9  
declares, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God…” The saving grace of 
God not only secures our eternity, but sustains us each and every 
day. No matter what our circumstances may look like in this life,  
we can cling to the unchanging truth that we are forgiven, loved, 
and made new in Jesus Christ. 
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Thankful for Church Family and Friends 

 

 We give thanks to God for the incredible gift of church community. We are made to relate 
(Genesis 2:18). God places us in the body of Christ—our church family—so that we can  
encourage, support, serve and grow alongside one another. Whether it’s sharing a meal, praying 
together, worshiping together, serving in ministry, or simply being present in one another’s 
lives, our friendships in Christ are a reflection of His love and compassion.  
1 Corinthians 12:26-28 says, “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is  
honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is  
a part of it.” 

 

Thankful for the Opportunity to Live Out Our Faith 

 

 We thank God for the daily opportunity of living out our faith. Because of the sacrifice of 
so many brave men and woman, we live in a country where we can freely share God’s truth and 
love with our words and actions. Every day is an opportunity to reflect God’s light to a world 
that desperately needs hope. Whether at work, at home, in school, on the sidewalk, or at the 
grocery store, God can utilize our words and actions to build His kingdom. As Colossians 3:17 
reminds us, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”  

 I encourage you this month to make a “Gratitude Journal”. You get to make the  
guidelines for how you create this journal and what you do with it, but I encourage you every 
day for the month of November to write down at least 1 thing that you want to thank God for 
and why. 

 

 In this season, may we experience and live-out the joy and gratitude that overflows from 
our living faith in God! Happy November. We are thankful.  

          In Christ, Pr. Nate 



 

 3 

Birthday’s 
Lew Page—2 
Rhonda Siver – 2  
Becky Geyer—3 
Diane Neu - 5 
Jennifer Albrecht—6 
Tory Holland—6 
Chelsea Hildebrandt-6 
Aria Gruenhagen—7 
Kyle Lee—10 
Caleb Nolte – 10  
Cheryl Noem—11 
Linda Geyer - 11 
Olivia Roth—12 
Josiah Roth—12 
Sam Geyer—13 
Nadine TeBeest—13 
Ainslee Schaefer – 14 
Jaden Hojer –15  
Mesa Nolte – 15  
Jenifer Davis – 17 
Addie Weerts - 17 

Wedding Anniversaries 
Steve & Teresa Palmlund—8 
Andy & Betty Vincent—11 
Loryn & Brenda Gehm—17 
Dan & Linda Bettin - 24 
Tad & Janet Flood—26 

Baptismal  Anniversaries 
Delta Siver  11/5 
Callan Alderman 11/6 
Riley Feltman  11/16 
Ainslee Schaefer 11/18 
Jacob Davis  11/21 
Neva Clubb  11/24 
Wrenly Moroz  11/26 
Adam Dylla  11/27 

Glen Davis—18 
Skye Thomsen - 18 
Alexis Coon-20 
Gemma Luethmers - 20 
Sophia Gigov – 21  
Terry Holland – 22 
Tammy Albrecht—24 
Tyler Anderson—25 
Michael Warner - 25 
Lincoln Albrecht – 26  
Matthew Hojer—26 
Trevin Holland—26 
Vaughn Siver –26  
Evelyn Twite—26 
Joyce Jansen—27 
Chris Holmlund - 27 
Diane Mann—27 
Marian (Diddy) Mundhenke—29 
Ben Widman - 29 
Bette Poppen—29 
Sullivyn Siver – 29  
Jessica McCune—30 
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Sunday School Students are off to a fantastic year!  Here are some highlights: 
  
Learning Matthew 5:16 
Students are memorizing our theme verse "Let your light shine before others that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven".  Starting Sunday October 19 students who memorize this 
verse and can recite it to the Superintendents win a prize!  Getting into God's word by reading and  
memorizing scripture is one way our students are building their relationship with Jesus! 
  
Serving others 
Sunday October 12 our Sunday School students 
traveled across the street to The Village to share  
in ministry with the residents who live there.   
They recited Matthew 5:16, sang songs and shared 
in craft fellowship time.  Partnering with our  
neighbors our students learn wisdom and can  
witness lifelong faith in action!  They are also  
learning to serve and care for their neighbors. 
  
Looking ahead 
It won't be long before we begin practicing for our Christmas program.  Cheryl Palmlund will be leading 
our students and we are excited for her willingness to share her gifts and talents encouraging our kids as 
they learn more about the Christmas story. 
  
More Service Days are coming for our students.  We truly want them to learn to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus.  Our next Service Day will be November 2nd and will coincide with Harvest Festival  Come to church, 
serve others, enjoy a soup lunch! 
  
Blessings, 
Sarah Bendorf and Randi Albrecht 
Sunday School Superintendents 

 

 

      Sunday School is at 10:30am Sunday Mornings. 
Pre-K thru 6th Grade. 

Sunday School News 
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A huge ‘SHOUT OUT’ to the ALC high school 

youth that are raising money for their mission 

trip to Jamaica next year. 

We had a landscaping project needing to be 

done this fall, that involved moving rock and  

re-doing about 50 ft beside our home. It was a 

huge project for Larry and myself. 

And to our rescue, came these young people,  

14 of them, along with Pastor Nate, and they are 

like a machine! Every one of them working  

together! Our project was done in less than an 

hour! 

Church family, if any of you are looking for help with a home project, inside 

or out, give them a call, through Pastor Nate of Janet. We have a great group 

of young people worshiping with us! They are ready and willing to work to 

earn money for their trip. 

Call them! Tell your friends and neighbors. They saved us days of hard work 

and it was completed exactly as we wanted. 

 Thank you, Kids! 

  Larry & Joyce Jansen 
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 My name is Jake Anderson. I grew up in De Smet and have been a member of 
American Lutheran Church pretty much my entire life. My wife, Jennifer, and I both 
graduated from De Smet High School in 2000 and both went on to South Dakota 
State University. We were married here at American Lutheran in 2004 by Pastor 
Randy Keller. We are so happy to live in De Smet and are extremely lucky to have 
had the opportunity to raise our three children, Tucker, Harper, and Owen, in this 
wonderful community that we have always called home. For fun we enjoy taking 
family road trips, enjoying the outdoors, and raising goats and chickens on 
our little farm we call Thirsty Acres. 
 
 Like many, my faith journey started at a very young age, when I was forced to 
go to church by my parents. I remember sitting in the pews with snacks and coloring 
books just trying not to make too much noise. Little did I know that God’s plan was 
already set in motion for me at that time, and as I colored away in that pew, the lord 
was building a foundation in my faith. As I got older, I came to appreciate my time in 
church more and more, and now it is so rewarding to see my children become active 
in the church as well.  
 
 I choose to continue to grow my faith at American Lutheran because of the 
people in our church. Our congregation is so amazing and resilient that you can  
truly feel all of us doing the lord’s work. I am currently on the board of deacons  
and deaconesses. It is very rewarding to represent the congregation when you are a 
member of the church council, and I really encourage everyone to step up to the  
calling if you are ever asked. 
 
 I am very excited about where  
American Lutheran is currently at.  
We have seen a lot of growth in our  
congregation the last couple years and it  
is great to see more and more new families 
coming to church. Also, I love to see the  
excitement and engagement from our  
youth as they build their own faith  
foundations. We have a lot of great things 
happening, and I encourage everyone to  
invite someone new to church to  
experience the excitement along with the 
word of the lord! 
 
Jake Anderson 

SPOTLIGHT 
Jake Anderson 
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Date Projection Sound System Lectors Communion Acolytes Music Fellowship 

November 2 Britney Coleman Janet Brag Adelynn Gross Dan Bettin Alaina Albrecht Lindsay Nolte ALCW 

    Kay Koehlmoos Ty Wilkinson  Harvest Festival 

    Gordy Skyberg    

        

November 9 Bonita Albrecht Bonita Albrecht Lindy Holland No Communion Garret Smith Lindsay Nolte Cheryl Noem 

       Kathy Whitaker 

November 16 Amy Hoefert Wade Hoefert Audi Currier Janet Davis Oliver Steffensen Lindsay Nolte Sharry Knock 

    Jake Anderson Hunter Wipf  Pam Hojer 

    Justin Smith    

        

November 23 Sharry knock Janet Brag Brian Bindert No Communion Adilynne Schaefer Lindsay Nolte  

     Cam  Gross   

November 30 Cheryl Palmlund Janet Brag Harper Anderson Devon Clubb  Ivy Albrecht Beth VanderWal Deacons & 

    Gordy Skyberg Emmet Zell  Deaconesses 

    Janet Davis    

        

Ushers:     Glen & Janet Davis, Randy & Lindy Holland 

Altar Guild:  Janet Davis       

        

    November Worship Services Volunteers 

Harvest Festival: 

November 2, 2025 is our annual Harvest Festival and Bazaar. If you have any items for the silent  
auction or bake sale, please contact Kathy Heller. All funds raised from the Harvest Festival goes to  
support church, youth, and ALCW projects.  

COMMUNION: 

Everyone is welcome to join at the Lord’s Table for Communion, 

on the first and third Sunday’s.  We have gluten free bread and 

grape juice available.  
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Join us on November 9, 2025. During the 9:30am worship service for 

a special recognition to the Veterans. 

** Veterans-If you would like to wear any part of your uniform to the  

November 9th service, we would be honored! 
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The first time you came to ALC, what brought you here?  
I was baptized and confirmed in Trinity Lutheran Church in Yankton SD. I fell into 
a slump of not attending church for a few years and felt the “Need and Want” of 
attending again. ALC was recommended by other members of the church. 
 
What continues to bring you here each week?  
I believe the Pastor makes the church thrive. I really like how Pastor Nate delivers 
the message of the bible “Right from the Heart”. Not just reading out of the bible. 
His connection with the youth is outstanding. He is a great role model for our 
youth and that is why we have such a great participation from our youth. 
OH!! And also all the goodies we have at fellowship. Kudo’s to all the volunteers 
every Sunday. I have had the privilege of meeting some of the nicest people of our 

    community at church and fellowship. 
 
Outside of ALC, tell us a little about yourself (job, interests, hobbies, etc)  
I have been married to my wife (Skye) for 42 years. We have two sons, Heath and Zach. Both are profi-
cient in their professional lives. Heath and wife (Heidi) have given us three wonderful grandchildren. 
Our other son, Zach will be getting married next summer to Joelle, another great addition to our family. 
We are blessed to have such a great family bond. 
 Before retiring, I was in the building products industry for 30 years.  
The last 18 years as a lumber broker.  
 I like to ride my motorcycle, fish, and hunt. Although not to much hunting anymore. 
 I had the privilege of serving our country in the US Navy for 6 years. Working on aircraft as a  
quality control inspector on aircraft. As November 11th approaches (Veteran’s Day), I would like to 
say Thank You to ALL our Military Veterans for their service to our great country and a big prayer for 
those that gave the ultimate sacrifice of life, and also their families.  
 What I learned from the military was— 
Respect, Adaptation, Attention to Detail and “Get-It-Done”  Attitude. 
 
What do you like to see for the future of ALC?  
Would like to see continued growth in the congregation and the  
continuation of our youth involvement.  
“Pass the Word—ALC is the greatest”! 
 
In closing, I would like to thank all the committees of the church for all  
the hours they put in to keep the gears going. 
 
  US Navy, PO 2nd Class-E5—Dale Thomsen 

SPOTLIGHT 
Dale Thomsen 



 

 21 



 

 22 



 

 23 



 

 24 



 

 25 

Winter Coat Drive: ALC is 
collecting new and gently used 
winter coats to give to the  
local area to those in need.  

If you have any new or gently used/clean coats 
please bring them to the church. 

 

 

Suitcases: Our high school  
missionaries are in need of used 
suit cases for our next mission trip. 
We will be filling them with  
supplies and in-kind donations to 
take and leave in Jamaica.  
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November 2025 

Stay Connected! 

 

 

Make plans to attend the annual  

Harvest Festival!  
Bring your family and friends to the Harvest Festival and Bazaar on 
Sunday, November 2. Serving will begin following church services 
from 10:30 am to 12:30 p.m. The menu includes beef stew, chicken 
noodle and cheese soups, an assortment of breads served at each 
table, coffee and milk.  
A freewill donation will be taken to support church, youth and  
ALCW projects. 

Other activities include a bake sale and silent auction.  

Advent Season 
Is soon upon us! 1st Advent service begins  
Sunday, November 30th, 2025.  

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Mark your calendars! Sunday, December 14th, 2025. 
During the 9:30am worship service. 


